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OGC HAS REVIEWED. _ SEGRET .
b Mey 1951
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE FILES
BUBJECT Coutract Agent
25X1A
1. ¥r, has recontly

presented an interssting question in regard to the interest

of the Covernmont in inventions of & Comtrect Agent. 8Subject
is under the general category of Contract Agent, alihourh the
instrunent itself does not specificelly indicstie that "he is
not an employee.” The man is performing services abroad for
OPC &nd was not hired to invent. His cover activity, howsver,
iz that of en inventor, end since he hes produced pstentable
inventiors in the pest it is reasonsble to sssume that he will
gontinue to do €0 in the future, (At the moment he is receive
ing royelties under a patent on & robot. The date of invention
is not known, but it ie sssumed that it was wade prior to 23
Jamery 1950 end, ineofer ss Executive Order 10096 is concernsd,
the quadtion in t»is regard is moot.)

2. Where the individusl is not sn employee of the U. 8.
overnmant and is not specifically hired to invent, it seems
fairly clear from the face of the Evdcutive Order that the Coverne

.ment hes no rights. In the cese st hand, slthough the person
doss not have amployes status and wes not speeificelly hired to
invent, the preservation of hisz cover requires s continuence of
his inventive activities, and althourh payments made to him
under the arreement srs presumably quid pro quo for hls services
to OPC in a noninventivse capaclty, nevertheless the existence of
his inventive activitlies must depend in some inceleulsble degree
on payments from the U. 8, CGovernment. This doeg aot appear to
be a type of situation anticipsted by Executive Ordar 10096.
However, the matter ahould be brought to the attention of the CIA
Committee and possibly the Covernment Pstente Hoard,

3+ Asids from the fsct that the Oovernment mey have some
vested interest in the inventions of this person by reason of
his employment rels tionship with the Government, we should certaine
1y have fi-st cell upon any invention that may be of benefit o
the national defense, and for that reason should be controlled
by secrecy order,

25X1A 25X1A
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Ranewed 15 Dec. 1950, »SEGRE {
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